Golden Goa
the expulsion of the Jesuits in 1759, and the reduction of Goa to
what it now is, a little Portuguese settlement, so beggared and
insignificant that few people in this country know of its existence.
During the seventeenth century the body was exposed to view at
regular intervals and all European travellers who visited Goa made
a point of seeing it if they could. Captain Fryer, who was there in
1675, states that the saint's cheeks were still fresh and pink. As the
years passed his reputation steadily increased, after each exposure
there being many to testify that barren women had borne chil-
dren, that lame persons had danced, and that pagans were con-
verted.
This reputation was by no means confined to India. The saint
stood as high, if not higher, in Europe. About 1690 Maria Sophia,
Queen of Portugal, asked that his hat, "which, it seems, Santa Fe
had carried to Goa and which had been on the corpse's head for
158 years, might be sent to her, as she desired to wear it at her
next confinement. This was done, and the hat gave her such sup-
port in her hour that she dispatched in 1695 a rich vestment for
the saint's use on which she had embroidered with her own hand
the inscription 'Suo S. Xaverio Maria Sophia Regina Portugalis'.
Hearing of this the Duke of Tuscan^" ventured to ask in 1695 for
the pillow on which the saint's head rested, promising in return
to erect in the Bom Jesus a grander tomb than existed at that
time. His offer was accepted and the pillow sent. What he
wanted it for is not known, but it may have been that he planned
to use it on his deathbed. He certainly prized it very highly. His
best artists were set to work. A marble tomb with reliefs depicting
the chief events in the saint's life was got ready. It was sur-
mounted by a silver and crystal coffin, the silver alone costing
£1,000. The whole was sent out and is still to be seen in the
southern transept of the Bom Jesus.
By this time the Jesuits had found it necessary to exhibit the
body less frequently, for as it dried with the years it became more
brittle and could not endure frequent osculation. In 1700 Hamil-
ton, a sardonic sea-captain, who regarded the Portuguese with
distaste and was a no-popery man, visited the Bom Jesus, saw the
tomb, and wrote that he supposed the saint to be * a pretty piece of
Wax-work that served to gull the people of their money'.
Years passed. In 1859, after all the orders had been expelled
from Goa andjthe monasteries closed, when the city had fallen
into ruin and^ho finances were so low that an admiral's pay was
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